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Cotit«ntat 

Ld. Planting Expert, retarned to Head Quarters on Monday, 
Iht for Mercara to attend a special meeting in connection 
Irance of Green Bug in Coorg, and other matters. Letters 
Tied to him. 

I 

intific Department furnishes an article on Rubber Manuriog. 

t old draw attention to the last para ; and notice is given of 
xhibitiorr, and special attention drawn to the best way of 
} for identificatioQ. 

Lutes of the Centra! Travancore Planters' Association are 


nutes of an important meeting of the Mysore Planters’ Associa- 
llisbed, and it to be hoped that the Mysore Durbar will pay 
I what amounts to a warning from the Combined Associations of 
in connection with this advent of Green Bug in Mysore, Mr. 

{ ites that it has been decided that the Scientific Assistant's 
mot at present be spared to assist the Scientific Department in 
hemical fertilisers. At this somewhat anxious time it will be 
Ul that the combtaed Associations of Mysore have decided wisely. 

I the Tropical Aj^riculturist we cull an article on Agricultural 


pay here mention that the Tropical Afiricultnrisi has passed 
Ownership “that of the Ce>*lon Agricultural Society, which assures a 
Bee of the same high excellence of matter and manner that has 
Lstinguished this most useful Journal. 

Rubber Production in a state of infancy in ^uth India we fcaiT 

! t advisable to publish the opinton of two authorities ou the subject 
f uniformity in the Rubber sent to market. 

as been suggested that the Annual Meeting of the United Planters' 
ion should be held on August 23. The usual Exhibition will be held 
istance of all u solicited to make it a success. 
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THB flCIEHTIFIO DEPARTMBRT, UP.A.ai 

Rul^r Manuring*^^^ ocmne o£ an article oo Ifalayaa iir 
tl» AgricuUurai BulUtin of %M Federated Mdlay SkiUtt 
iarrowcUff says tiiat in order to detmioe to «bat extent, the diitlvatii^ of 
Hnbbd' U’dei^tog the natural resoafcfs ot the toil, estimations were made 
of the qnantitlet of the various plant foods removed in the lah^ and it , was 
found that in producing a crop of 400 lbs. of dry rubber tbdm an removed 
per acre p«^ annum, 31- lbs. of Nitrc^en. 3 lbs. of Potash, and li lbs. of 
Phosphoric Acid. These quantities are very small indeed as compart with 
the amount o( plant food remcwed by some crops. A certain amount is of 
course being stored in the tr^ themselves. The author remarks that it 
does not Mlow that the application of nitrogenous manures may not fre- 
quently be beneficial u a stimulus, but it seems that the promotion of 
natural bacterial nitratt^iormation by surface cultivatiou aud liming should 
supply all that the rubber tree requires, practically all the Nitrogen thus 
taken up being returned at the fall of the leaf and seed to undergo the 
cycle of change. Due regard will of course have to be paid lo the risk td 
loss of nitrogen through excessive nitrate production and leaching from the 
soil. Experiments are recoinmeiJded to test the following points : — 

{a.) The extent to which lime can be safely and profitably added to 
the soil. 

(ft.) The use of Green Manures to improve the texture of the soil * 
(c.) The use of Phospbatic manures aud the conditions under which 
they will prove remunerative. 

With regard to green manuring practice it is advised lo use a plant 
which can be sown immediately before, and cut aud dug in at the close of, 
the wet weather so as to avoid depriving the rubber of soil moisture in the 
dry season. The digging in of a green crop at the end of the wet season 
greatly lessens the subsequent loss of water by evaporation from the surface, 
the mulch formed breaking the couliuuily of the water film in the soil. 

Mr. F. VVohltmann from a study of the analyses of Rubber soils, both 
Hevea and Ceara, in South America, and East Africa comes to the follow- 
iug conclusions 

(a.) a good Rubber poil should be fine and of a medium coherence, 
rather loose than heavy, aud deep. The combined fiaeness and depth pf the 
soil bring about a dampness which appears to be iqdispensibte to the 
lion of latex. Loams, or clay loams, with from 95 to 1 00% of fine particles ard 
the soils to be preferred for Rubber, while compact clays are unsuitable. * 

(ft.) It is not necessary that the Nitrogen content should be high. A 
large percentage of humus is perhaps injuriq^is; 0'1% of Nitrogen is suffi* 
cient, especially in districts with a heavy rainfall. 

(c.) Rubber trees only need very limited amounts of Lime and Mag- 
nesia but it is not khbwu whether a high perceutage of these isgredienU 
hinder latex formation. 

(cU The rubber tree appears to have no special requIretaeUts as 
regards the Phosphoric Acid content oi the soil. 

(e.) It seems that ‘a large amount of Potash in the soil profliotes 
growth and formation of latex, and it is therefore advisable to use potaasic 
feitULsers. 

It wall be noted that the oouclusions of these two authorities do not 
exactly agree, but each is writt^ of a different country. Definite ^^ri- 
inents arc badly needed in Soutb«ru India to test all these points, 
lure Rubber planters going to undertake them ? 
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Fof^tcoming Bxhibitions.— United Empire (the Journal of tho 
floral Cohniitl InsHtnte) says ; '* This year the Ko>’al Africullural Society 
is tdt bo^d its meetiog at Bristol on Friday, July 4.^ The occasioa has been 
taken to ioangurate an appropriate development in the practice of Britain’s 
leading agricuUpral body, ^veral abtes are to be devoted exclusively fo 
exbibits ftwn ail parts of too British Empire overseas and from foreigu 
couotrii^ It U expected that this sp«cia! section will be of a thoroughly 
repredktitive character. This feature has been adopted on the suggestioa 
of the Overseas Section ('.ommittee, who have been working hard to make 
known io Canada. Australia. New Zealand, South Africa, and India, the 
opportunity presented by the Bristol Exhibition to bring (heir natural pro* 
ducts more prominently before the Old Country. There is a long standing 
and very intimaite trade connection between most ^of these oounlriea and 
Bristol. The Council of the Koyal Agrlcultur,il Society have sent cordial 
InvitaHoiisto the High Commissioners, Agents^Generai, and Kepresentatives 
of ail Overahas Dominions to take space at the Bristol meeting and to be 
present. 

The Fourth International Rubber Exhibitiop will be held in London in 
June 1914. At this Exhibition the representation of interested Governments 
promises to be larger than at the previous Exhibitions. Not only Rubber, 
but all commercial products grown in tropical aud sub 'tropical countries 
will be shown. The President is Sir Henry A. Blake, 

The First International Cotton, Fibres, Tropical Prodticts, and Allied 
Trades Exhibition will run concurrently with the Rubber Exhibition, but 
will be separate in every detail. The two Exhibitions wiH be held under the 
auspices of the International Association of Tropical Agriculture, of which 
Professor Wyndham R. Dunstan, the Director of the Imperial Institute, is 
President. Professor Dunstan has accepted the Presidency of the Cotton 
and Fibres section'of the Exhibition, 

Specimens of Plants Sent for Identification. ’—Specimens are con- 
stantly being received for identification in. an unsuitable condition, Presh 
material should not be sent as it always wilts and spoils in tratfeit. Her- 
barium' sp^imens should be prepared and forwarded. In these notes on 
page 498 of Vol. VII a good method of preparing such specimens was given 
and tl^s is now repeated. • 

A botanical specimen is such a parti(;^nofa plant as miy enable a 
botanist to determine its name, jtc. Thus, of a tree or shrub, a shoot, say 6 
inches or 9 inches long, bearing leaves, dowers, and fruit, if possible, will be 
sniheient. Of herbs when small, an entire plant should bo sent, collected 
when in flower. Of herbs of a large size, a portion of the lower (radical) 
leaves and also a portion of the tip, in flower or seed. All specimens should 
represent the typical form not an abnormal or irregular growth, except to 
show such growth. After gathering, place the specimeu between sheets of 
paper (old newspaper), and put the whole under a slight pressure ; these 
papers sbonld be changed for dry ^eets every day for three or four days, 
when, if the specimens are not of amucculent nature, they will be in a 
fit state to forward by post.*’ 

In all cases several specimens of each kind of plant should be sent and 
great care should be taken about labelling. To each specimen a label 
should be securely tied on which should be recorded the loc.ility in which 
the plant was found, the approximate date when it is in flower, the elevation 
at which it grows, the colour of the flower, and any other useful information 
such as the local name, whether it grows in the open ot tu shade, in 
ntassee or singly, in damp or dry places, and so on. 


R. D. A, 
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DISTRICT PXiJJiTERS’ ASSOCIRTIORR 
Central Travandbre Planters’ AMoclatton- 

Proceedings of the Pirsi Quarterly General Mceiing of ihc ft&ove 
Association held at Ashley Bungalovp on Saturday 
the 3rd May^ 797 J, at 10 a,m. 

PKESE NT.— Messrs, F. Bissett (Cbairman), T. C. Forbes (Vice-ChateanK 

J. A. RichardsoD, K. D. Scoble Hodgins, J. S. Wilkie, H. C. 

Westaway. A. R. St. George, J. H. Ellis, F. W. Winterbotham, 

W, H. J. Milner, W. H,G. Leahy, (by jiroxy), H.C. Bracher, 

K, L. Goldsmith, Messrs. O. S. Barrow, A. Slater, and \V. E. 

Forbes (visitors) and U. P, RoUsier (Honorary Secretarj*). 

The Notice calling the Meeting was read. 

The Proceedings of the last Meeting were taken as read and confirmed. 
The Chairman s.iid that be felt snre that they were all very pleased to have 
Mr. Barrow with them to-day and extended to him a very hearty welcome. 

Fittancev'—M was resolved that the Subscription to this Association for 
the year be at the rate of 3^ annas per acre. 

Correspondence. — Read letter from the Honorary Secretary, South 
Travancorc Planters’ Association, dated 12th March, 1913. 

Read letters from Mr. Slater, Assistant Engineer, P. W. D., Peermade, 
dated llth March and 11th April, 1913. 

Mr. Richardson proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Slater for having 
assisted them in getting Water Troughs for the Peermade Mundakayam Ghaut 
Road. Seconded by Mr. Roissier and carried unanimously. 

Re.id letters from the Honorary Secretary, Kanan Devan Planters* 
Association, dated 19th and 27th March, 1913, also a letter from the Presi- 
dent of the* Madura District Board dated 14th April, 1913. 

It was resolved That this Association supports the Kanan Devan 
Association in a deputation to the Governor of Madras.” 

The Chairman proposed ^ That Mr, Richardson represent this Associa- 
tion in a deputation to the Governor of Madras to bring to bis notice the 
necessity of bridging the Thent River for a light feeder Railway to Kurava- 
nooth via Bodinayakanur from the S. I. R.” 

Seconded by Mr. Forbes and carried unauimonsly. 

Mr. Richardson thanked the Members of this Association for having 
elected him. 

Read letter from the Chief Secretary to Government dated 31st March. 
Read letter from the Resident of Travancore and Cochin dated 4th April. 
It was resolved ” That the Honorary Secretary write again to the Readent 
on the subject of the Arrack Tavern at Kuttikanon and also point out this 
Association thoroughly approves of all the contents of the letter written by 
the Honorary Secretaty dated 21st April.” 

Read letter from Messrs. Peirce, Leslie & Co., Ltd., dated 29th April. 
Read letter from the Secretai^, U. P. A. S. I. dated 19lh February. It was 
resolved That this Association suppwt and continue to contribute to the 
Scientific Department ioe anoth^ period of $ yeaip^ provided that the Madras 
Goverotpeot pve their sup]^ as before.*' 
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Readietttrs from Hte U* P. A* S. li No^ 3/U dated 5rd April, No. 6/U 
aatcd 19<h April. 

Ropeway,-— H t, Richardgoo explained to those prestnt the Scheme for 
the Peermade Ropeway, to be erect^, and gave details of what had btien 
done up to the present and also gave estimates for the approximate cost of 
ibis Ropeway. 

Tbe Chairman thanked Mr. Richardson for his remarks which were 
most interesting. 

Breach of Contract Acf.— This Act which is to be brought forward 
at the next Travancore Council Meeting Mas explained to the members by 
!itr. Richardson. 


The Chairman thanked Mr. Richardson on behalf of this Association 
for the trouble he bad taken over this Act. 

Government Reserve Lanrf.— Resolution by Mr. Richardson. ” That 
this Association strongly objects to Government’s action in placing the 
forest adjoining the following Estates into reserve : — 


Asbiey Estate. 

Stagbrook Estate. 

Verabenard and Twyford Estates. 


Bison Valley Estate. 
M.ii M allay Estate. 
Woolands Estate. 


These being some of the oldest Estates in the District their supply of 
hrewood is getting short. These Estates alu'ays conudered this forest 
available for fuel as the land is unsniled for Tea cultivation.” Seconded 
by Mr. Forbe.s and carried unanimously. 


Resolution by Mr. Rissett.—" That thi^ Association wishes to draw 
the attention of the Postuiastcr-General, Madras, to the very unsatisfactory 
delivery of mails at the Peermade and Vaiidiperiyar Post Offices." Seconded 
by Mr. Ellis and carried unanimously. 


Peermade Post O^’cc.—Iti was resolved that the Honorary Secretary 
do write t* the Postmaster, Peermade, complaining of the present slacknesa 
at the. Post Office, 


With a vote of thanks to the Chair the Meeting terminated. 


(Signed) REGINALD P. ROISSIER. 

Honorary Secretary, 


Destruction of Lastanx. 

This plant is apt to become a great nuisance in tropical countries on 
cultivated and pastnre land, owing to its dense growth and extraordinary 
vitality. It appears from the Journal d'AjSrrcutfure Trnpicale <1^12, 
12, 154) that an attempt is now being made in New Caledonia to combat the 
pest by introducing ^ species of fly of the Agromyridae family from Hawaii. 
The insects have been distributed in the environs of Nurnea on land infested 
M’ith lantana. As a result the larvae of the fly liav»} been found in many of 
the seeds and it IS iatended to extend its distribution in the colony. The 
result of the experiment will be watched wilh interest ; it most be bmme in 
mind, however, that where a new animal species baa been introduced to 
destroy ^me |i«3t it haa itself sometimes proved tQ be injuriomi io other 
directs. 
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HyioM JUso6l»tion> 

lUinuict of a MecUng of ibe Mysore Planten* Associaiions held 
at ih€ Ttnen Hall, Chikma^alur, on May 2Qth, t91J, 
PRB5ES#T— * 

Re;ire3«Dtatives of the N(»th Mysore Phnters’ Association. 

Do, Do, Native Planters’ Association. 

Do. South I^fysore Planters* Association. 

Do. Bababudio Planters* Association. 

Mr. K. Krishna Iyer, Depnty Commissioner, Kadar District. 

Mr. Khnool Kannan, Assistant Entomologist, representing Dr; C. L. 
Coleman, Director n( Agriciiitnre to the Government of Mysore, 

* Mr. G. N. 'FrattinI, Assistant Scientific Officer tMysore), to (he 
U. P.A. S. I. . 

On the proposal of Mr. C. N. Choklcanna. seconded by Mr. C. Vasudeva 
Raov Mr. W. L. Crawford was voted to ibe Chair. 

Mr. Crawford in a few words explained the object of the meeting, vis., 
to take united action to prevent the spread of “ Green ling" tLecrtn»ttnj 
viride) among the coffee estates of Mysore ; and to seek the aid of Govern- 
ment in the matter. 

The Chairman next read a letter from Mr. R, D. Anste^d, Planting 
Expert to fbe U. P. A. S. 1. 

Mr. Khuuni Kannan gave a short address, explaining the life history 
of the ** Green Bug** and an account of the havoc already wrought by it in 
Ceylon, Puineys, Niigiris, Shevaroys, etc, 

Mr. Fratlini nert addressed the meeting giving an account of the out- 
break in South Mysore and the me. isares advocated and adopted by the 
Scientific Department of thj U. P. A. S. I, for its suppression. 

A short dlsct;s^on of the addresses ensued and Messrs. Khunni Kannan 
and Frattini repHed to various questions asked by those present. 

The Chairman then put the following resolutions to the meeting which 
had been drawn up and approved by the Executives of the four • Associa- 
tions represented. 

1. To ask Government’s aid to endeavour to locate the source of 
infection of the present outbreak of "Green Bug” and take steps to 
elimiaate same. '—Carried unanimously. 

2 To ask Government to appoint an Inspector immediatelji to 
each district to inspect all estates that are not already under the obser- 
vation of the Planters' Associations’ ^Scientific Officer, with a view to 
iocalitii^ the outbreak.— Carried unanimously. 

3. Th^t it appears to this meeting essential that Government 
should j^ffrodnee some form of Local Pest Act in order to strengthen the 
hands qf their Scientific Staff who may be employed in stamping out the 
Post.— Carried 2 dissentients. 

The Chairman on behalf of those pref^nt tendered his thanks to the 
Deputy Commissioner, Kadur District, for kindly attending the me#lh^; 
and also to Mesturs. Khunni Kannan and Mr. G. N. frattini for tite in- 
^rqctive addresses they had delivered. * 

At the close of the meeting Mr. G. N. Frattini exhibited specimens 
^ the *'Greea Bug” in sealed specitiieu tubes; and demonstrated, how, 
h^ metuis of a Lens the special marking of the Bug might be idehtifi^ 

“ • (Signed) W. L. CRAWFORD, 

Chairm<^ 
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Opunoli of Myooi^ PtanUfio' Atooolotloii. 


R. D. Anstbao Esq,, 

Planting Expert, 

BangiUore. 


Santiveri P. 0,, 
June 4th, 19U. 


Dear Sir, —At the Meeting of the Council held at Chickmaglur, on 
May 19tb, I was instracted to write you with reference to your request for 
Mr. Frattini's services for the checking of Fertiliser Guaranleci, 

Owing to the outbreak of “ Green Bug ’ on a few estates In South 
Mysore it is thought that Mr. Frattlni should remain In the District fotr the 
present and devote his whole attention to devising means to prevent its 
spread. 

It is hoped that later on in the monsoon it will be possible to allow Mr. 
Frattini to go to Bangalore and help you, as promised. 

The Council yerymneh regrets being im.ible to keep to its promise made 
to the U. P. A. Meeting, and to the inconventeuce it may have caused you. 

1 shall be obliged Lf you will mention in the Chronicle (hat we hope to 
redeem our promise later but that at present, as I feel sure others will agreOi 
it is not possible to allow Mr, Frattini to bo absent from the District. 


Vours faithfully, 

(Signed) N. G. B. KIRWAN, 

Honorary Seertiaty. 


A further showing of Brazil's purpose to be up to dale in methods of 
rubber production is now evident in Rio. It consists in lessons in rubber 
tapping, the teacher being Dr. J. C. Wills, the Director of the Botanic 
Gardens, who illustrates the methods followed in Ceylon and Malay States 
on Hcvea trees, in the Botanic Gardens. A series of pincmatr^rapb views 
have also been taken of this work, which will be shown up tie Amawa,— 
Th$ India Rubber World, 

The World's ProJuciion and Consumption of i?nhhrf.’'AMordiaf 
to statistics pnblished in Singapore, the total production of wild and plinta* 
tiott rubber throughout the world in the twelve months ended June 30, 1912, 
amounted to 93,669 tons, as compaied with 79,302 tons in the prwiohs 
year, and 76,026 tons in 1909*10. On the other hand, the total ansnnip* 
tioD of 191 M2, is returned at 99,56+ trtis, as compared with 74,082 toos 
in 1910-11, or an increase of 25,482 tc^s; where^is the quantity comaouKl 
in 1909-10 was only 4,037 tons in excess of the pceceding year. 
The world’s stocks of rubber on July I, 1912, are reported to have been 
10,181 tons, as against 12,563 tons on the same date in 1911. TUs k a 
reduction of 2,382 tons, and compares with an increase of 5,565 tons on July 
1,1911, as contrasted with the position on July 1, 1910. The coni^es- 
able expansion in consumption ip 1911-12 is attributed largely to the lower 
levd of prices prevailing during the year.— (From the Journal of ilu Royal 
Sookiy p/ Ark, 
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BDUOATtOM. 

UiilirMNaty of Ti>ofil<Mil Agi^MitUi*#. 

Agiictilttural idocation bas pn^resMd receotljr by leaps uid bounds, its 
larger growth begloning with Janies Wilsoni Unit^ Slates Secretary of 
Agrienbnre, for now some sixteen years. We must live dne credit to the 
Germans for their scientific study of agriculture in the 18th centnry and give 
special credit to Messrs. Laws and Gilbert* who, for raore than fifty years 
at their own private Rothamsted Experiment Station in England, carri^ on 
a series of experiments and scientific agricultural r^earch work, that was with* 
out any parallel in those days, and which became the insjuration of further 
iwsearch wc«rk on this side of the Atlantic, until to*day scientific agricultnre 
has become the' rale rather than the exception. All of this tremendous 
agricultorai priigress has occurred within the limits of the life of (he writer. 
Sixty- five years agp he was the possessor of a book called ** The Farm 
Rook" and his fariiier friends in those boyhood days used to laugh at the 
idea of looking into the lids of a book for items concerning farming when 
the art of farming could only be learned by actual practice in the field, by 
following the oxen or the horses in the field, and there, in personal inter- 
course with Nature as it is or as it was, to learn all of its mysteries. 

In the United States the granting of certain lands to agricultorai col- 
leges became the start of many so-called colleges. These colleges, however, 
had to employ J te.achers, as a rule, who knew nothing of agriculture. They 
did, however, know the ordinary school studies and more or less of Latin and 
generally soniethiug of Greek, as the teachers of these little collegiate 
schools were meo of comparatively good education, it was a hard struggle 
with these little colleges to get them to adopt any agricultural curriculum 
and it is only within the last thirty years that agriculture has finally come 
into its own, the. success of the various experiment stations founded by that 
apostle of agriculture, W. S. Hatch of Missouri, having given agriculture an 
impetus that has lasted uutil these days and is increasing iu its momentum. 

We are led to these reflections by the fact that Great Britain with its 
immense area of tropical lands, including the British East Indies and 
the British West Indies, its Afric.in and Indian Ocean and Straits 
Settlement lands, the Island of Ceylon and its control in various other 
tropical lands, all of a sudden, is now arousing itself to an appreciation of 
the fact that tropical agriculture st.inds in about the same relation to the 
tillers of lh6 soil in these lands that it did three or four thousand years ago. 
The wonderful success of the British West Indies during recent years and 
especially in banana culture by American interests and the dUtributton of 
these bananas in the United States way up into Central Canada has taught 
the British at home the value of at least one new branch of agriculture and 
of commercial distribution. 

We might state here how ca.sy it would be to improve the agriculture 
In the East Indies when we say that abo^l 35 years ago Ceylon produced 
over a smilion bags of coffee. The coffee trees were attacked by some 
iMtct wad the coffee industry id a few years was practically destroy^. This 
led to the development of the tea industry in Ceylon and now Ceylon teas 
•le actually driving China teas out of England. The United States being 
the chief consumer of China teas. The quick rally of Ceylon from one 
great industry to another shows the wisdom of these ancient peoples but 
they seem to have lacked initiative, or to have been content to«arry on their 
work in the old ways for scores of centuries, apparently without hope of any 
Uiaterial iiuproveiucut.-'nic; TfoPkal Agnculturiaii Volume 
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Inquiries ^nd Conclusions* 

Mr. F. &osl>ie Rdes, Ceylon Commissioner, at the International Rnb* 
ber Expoeititm of U912, writes an interesting report whic^ b too long to 
repobU^f bat from which we extract the opinions of two welMtnown Rubber 
Experts, one of whom wishes to be unnaaied. These opinions should be 
valaable as showing the trend of the markets an^ above ali of the pnrchasers 
of cured robber. There is a Committee formed to study the question of the 
Siandardixatioo of Rubber, for at this moment there is a lack (rf unif<mnit} 
in the rubber now being sold, and it is necessary for the producer to meet 
the wishes and tastes of the purchaser. As America takes more than half 
of the rubber, and as a large quantity of Ibis rubber is shipped from Lon* 
don to the States, it is with a view to point out the necessity (rf uniformity 
that these oinnions are printed for the benefit of the Rubber Planting Coni' 
monity of Sonthem India. 

I wish to place on record two views which were exnmsed to me in 
detail^ The first is by Mr. A, Thornton, Managing Director of the Cana* 
dun Consolidated Rubber Company, Ltd., with its headquarters at Mont* 
real, and possessing the biggest factory in the British Empire. I met him 
several times in the early days of the Exposition, and when be r^urned to 
Canada be sent me the following communication 

Mr. a. D. Thornton’s Views. 

My views regarding plantation rubbers are governed by my experience, 
so that anything I may write for or against these rubbers is absolutely with* 
out preiud^ to the said rubbers or anyone connected with the same. 

Looking back at my records 1 find that in 1905 1 began to use plants* 
tion rubber ; it came in small quantities, but so handsome was it in appear- 
ance when compared with other ktodi that we were delighted with it, and 
immediately began to use it, VVe were ejuite disappointed with the results, 
it truj not as good as ii looked^ and up to that lime rubber was bought on 
appearance only. With the aid of the laboratory, however, we found that 
there were ways of using it to advantage, which wc did and have been dotng 
up to the present time. I am a great believer in plantation rubber, because 
1 am forced to be. I am cooviuced that iu a few years wild rubber will 
prove to be a very poor second. In the meantime, however, we have mneh 
to learn, both at the producing <fnd and that of the consumer at the factory. 

And so I must tell you what I want. This morning a broker ciffered nto 
a parcel for Itest latex crepe ; frankly, I did not know just what be was offer* 
ing ; of course 1 know the name, but 1 am not able up to the present time to 
commit to my mind and memory any particnlar grade or style of planta* 
tkm cobber, which I feel sure of getting if I buy first latex cr6pe by name 
only, and fail to obtain a sample of each particular lot offered for sale, and 
so I want to know just what I am buying, 

A great objection to this rubber is thd way London importers, Ac., 
handle it. During the year I received, a 5-toa lot of biscuit and sheet from 
London. There were eight very distinct grades in the parcel — some smoked, 
some not, some cripe, some sheet, Some fairly strong, some very weak, some 
pate and «Nae dark-*an4 the variation In vulcaoixatton was simply astiMilsb* 
ing* Of course we refns^ the parcel ; it was quite out of the (luestkm. 
Thlr kiadoC Uung leaves anasty taste, and one Is liable to swear he woi^ 
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not itce »Dy iD«r« oi it. Of several lots I have bought direct from Colombo 
I have never once had any trouble, and ^ this moment I fed k much to our 
advantage to buy that way. For that reason I am aiming to obtain sotne 
means of being able to know just what I ant buying when I am offered a 
parcel by means of the cable. 

As regards reclaimed rubber, I am not inclined to think that it can 
eter replace crude rubber. If we could return old ntbber into its crudu 
state the matter would be different, but it is as impossible as it is to turn 
bread into flour again. Trt^ it is used in vast quantities, but this is oniy 
an aid to crude rubber ; it does not replace crude rubber but it does replact' 
chemical compounds, and it does thus enable us to make rubber goods at a 
price which is within the reach of all. 

I do not think for a moment that crude rubber, even at an extremely 
low price, will do away with reclaimed rubber, for we must bear in mind 
that scrap rubber has no value;' it is not produced, it is really rubbish. 
Its first value Is Bxed by the demand, so that old auto tyres if they were one 
cent per lb. instead of nine as at present would si ill be gathered by the scrap 
dealers, and should the time ever come that such prices prevail, the con- 
sumption of .rubber goods would be enormously increased from what it is 
now. 

As to the quantities of reclaimed rubber used. It would appear to me, 
after much consideration, that where I Ib. of crude rubber is us^ that iHb. 
of reclaimed rubber is also used, for while little or no reclaimed rubber is 
used in the highest grades, most of the low grades are loaded at the limit, 

Asothek American View. 

A New York gentle man, who wished tn go unnamed, but whose position 
as arbiter as to what rubber is to be used in the largest rubber manufac- 
turers* combine in the United States would not be disputed, put the matter 
thus:— 

The American Manufacturers in handling plantation grades have found 
that the greatest difficulty in their use is the lack of uniformity of quality ; 
the rubber coming as it does from a number of plantations and delivered 
through London in the auctions is repacked, and tho^h any attempt to 
kMp colours uniform, the quality is not such. The lack of uniformity was 
discovered by various manufacturers making complaint in the oast that one 
lot would work better than another, and upon examination it was found in 
tracing the shipments, that the poor lots, or (hose that did not work well, 
came from new estates, and that the rubber was weak. This in a way has 
been obviated by the trees becoming older and the latex better, also by the 
care which is taken in coagulating. The use of plantation grades was 
forc^ upon the manufacturers all of a sudden. Pievious to 1^-10 they 
were experimeiiting in a small w,*iy with these grades, but tbe high values 
that were experienced in 1909-10 obliged all manufacturers to set their 
chemists to work to fiod a substitute for the (hen high prices of Para grades. 
These chemists have done more tojwomote the future of plantation grades 
than anyone else and all manufacturer^^ now have adopted the use of plant* 
atk» fi^es to rubber. The very fan<^ light cobured cripcs are only used 
for^qiecial purposes. The manufacturers making a general line of goods 
give tbe preference, when is in proptMrtioo to the medium, brown 

or darker cobnrs. To day it is estimated that in the working of {dantation 
grades they are worth to a manufacturer about 5 per cent, below the value 
of fine Pari, but if this value could be at a oniftMrm difference of, say 15 
per ^ent., a greater amount of plantation grades would be used. To-day 
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the pref«r«ficit U j^iven ta plantatioo grades ; and wild rubber, including fine 
Pari, but more especially the African grades are being eliminaled, and 
these eliminations will continue as long as the relative price between the 
plantation and African grades remains at present levels. The experience 
of the manufacturers with plantation grades is 'similar to that which was 
experienced with Guaynie when it first made its appearance in this market. 
No manufacturer would use it in an experimental way on account of the 
condition in which it was arriving in the market. The»<|ualily then was 
very poor, but since then experiments have been made and the quality fcawj 
brought to a higher stand,ard. and all maimf.acturors readily take it and use 
it in their compounds to the extent that, say, in MKJ America .alone was 
using some 13,000 tons. There is no doubt but with the prominence that 
plairtlUion gpradcs are receiving and the great attention that is being p.iid to 
their betterment by the planters th.it they will experience the aame better* 
menl that was experienced by Guaynie, and that when the production 
increases, AR it is estimated it will increase, the future will see imich more 
uniformity of quality and larger percent.iges used. 

The American market can see at present why there is not a larger busi* 
ness done in these grades direct, not causing them to purchase through 
London. They understand that a great many of the companies have their 
home offices in London, and are required to ship their product through that 
market. A much larger business could be done, if done direct, the cost of 
shipping to New York is estimated at 5 per cent, cheaper than shipping 
through London. In London heavy commissions are paid, rubber is requir* 
ed to be wareboused. sampled, and numerous other charges attached, which 
do not occur in this market. The only charges there would be on direct 
shipments to America would be freight, insurance, 1 por cent. conunisSion 
for selling, and a small charge for weighing and custom house entry, and the 
rubber upon arriving would be deliver^ ex dock with no store charges 
attached. U business could be done by purchasing at Colombo, Singapore 
or other Middle Hast markets at a f, o. b. price, the seller allowing the pur* 
chaser in this calculation a pact of the saving over shipment through Lon- 
don, we have no doubt but that a greater and more profitable business could 
be done. America to day uses the largest percentage of the output of the 
Middle East, and it is c<|uitable that they should not be re«|uircd to mike 
their purchasers through London, and it would be more to the advantage of 
the plantation to sell them direct. You are aware that in this market there 
have been dealers who have misrepresented these grades. For instance, 
the output t>{ the highland smoked sheets is only a small amount, while hun- 
dreds of tons of this grade is sold each year. It would be to the advantage 
of fhe plantations to brand their rubber in such a way as to prevent imita- 
tions being sold as the original article. It has been said by shipping in the 
original packages that this could be overcome and each estate's rubber 
being distinguished by the mark on the package, This would be in order if 
on direct shipment, but when shipment comes through London the various 
estates are mixed. VV> look upon it to be oaused first by the small amounts 
that are being offered from each estate at the auctions, these lots are bought 
and packed, attention being paid only to quality and colour. The original 
packages frwn the Far East are too frail to allow the opening (ot tarring 
and re-coopering for reshipment to America, and would not stand the voyage ; 
for this mson the cuigioal packs^es are discarded and new packages much 
stronger and larger are made, so that it is very seldom that on shipments 
coming from London; the dealers receive the original packages as shipped 
froio tile Middle EasL—rfee Troptcal Agriculturist, Vol, XL. No. 
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TIm SyntlMtio Ohamtet «iid Hi* 

From ^ pc^t of view of r^em of tlmt aiwtlng bat expensive siui 
onremanerative bobby, the search (<x synthetic tbe imce of tmpen- 

tU^ will always have a distinct lotmest. Mmsrs. James Watt and Son. iu 
tbeir report on rosin aod'torpeotise in 1912. state with regard to tnipeoUae 
that tbe steater part of the year 1912 was a long reaction from tbe inflated 
prices of 1 910 and 1911. Tbe rise from 25s. 6d. in April. 1909. to 74s. 3d. 
in March. 1911. was followed by a fall to 27s. in November 1912. Daring 
tbe month of December tbe maibrt was subject to violent oscillations, the 
extremes bring 31s. 9d. and 27s. 7id. The average price for 1912 is 
sightly below that of 1909, but above that of 1908. Lower prices have 
increa^ tbe consumption. In America tbe present cr(^ promisn to be at 
least as large as that of 1 9i 1 • 1 2. In Fiance much the riune cmsRtioos 
have prevail^. Spain and Portugal appear to have bad good m'ops TOring 
the past year. Many other countries are bestirring themselves tp tap their 
pines for turpentine, either as a new departure or with incxtiapd energy. 
The imports into Great Britain from all countries aniouH||^[^|^g tbe year 
to 32,8 1 1. tons. Tbe average prjce of American turp<^||I^BIlR ^he year 
was 33s. Id. per cwt. 

Frcun a syutbetic aspect this is distinctly eucouraging, as, by p^has- 
ing tbe whole of the imports for conversion into isopren^^an qngetic 
chemist. would be able to put no less than 3,000 tons of "jjiifr-ffpSi*-*- 
jelly on to the rubber market at a cost of a little for 

materials alone, without altowlng for costs of Q(HiPii|HMKrest on 
capital, and any rise that might occur io tbe price by the 

advent of so s^drited a purchaser, 

Even if he turns from turpentine to starch, the synthetic rubber man is 
confronted by a rite in the price of tapii&|. due to tbe fact that large areas 
formerly dov^^.^ tapioca planting are "bow being planted to rubber, a 
crop the pri^^p which will probably remain as high as at present for at 
least two years, tfid may possibly advance. Little tapioca planting is being 
done, and it is not likely that any will take place until cither the price of 
rubber falls or that of tapioca becomes so high as to make its culture mure 
profltable than that of rubber. Tbe only thing really left to the chemist it 
seems to us. is rubber itself. He might buy iantation crepe, and, so to speak, 
" shatter it to bits" and build it up again nearer to bis heart's desire. The 
product no doubt could be used as a boot polish, or a hair restorer, or 
bjth,-— Rubber World, • ’ 

Messrs. Geo. White & Co., say the following notice has been circulated 
and will be of interest to agents and planters; — 

“ Owiug to the large increase in the imports of over-smoked sheet 
r ibber, the Staodiard Qualities Committee wish to point out that such over- 
S'uoked rubber will not be regarded as standard quality." — The Rubb^ir 
World. 


Motto Fdk 1913. 

Ori out your Venesta cases " We complaints of rough cases 

hehag wed," write Mcbstb. G ow, Wilson m their 4912 “Annual Robber 
Report." The insides of the packages must be writ planed and smooth, so 
that the rubber shall arrive free from aaw-dust, chi^m of wood, &c. Care 
Dtdst be taken to see that both cases and rubba are tbwoughly dry before 
pftckiog«^Tn^ical Ufe* 



